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Eclipse is a quarterly newsletter that provides informative articles documenting the development and
advancement of the e-health industry in Australia, specifically focusing on the impact upon clinical
care providers. If you would not like to receive Eclipse, please do not hesitate to email us at
eclipse@healthcaresoftware.com.au . Otherwise, we hope to use your feedback and comments to
develop a comprehensive clinical eNewsletter.

The Federal Government believes benchmarking private hospitals will
encourage competition and innovation, thereby enabling the health system to
N change and improve.

"Indicators will allow purchasers of health services, both government and
insurers, to legitimately distinguish between effective providers of health care
and less effective providers," said Nicola Roxon in The Age (26/08/08).

However, Australiads |l eading doctordéds group
private health insurers, ultimately resulting in the ability to tell patients where to go to
receive treatment i leading to longer waiting lists and disadvantaging health insurance holders.

According to AMA president Rosanna Capolingu
benchmarks is as a result of lobbying from insurance funds and that introduced performance
indicators will not improve health outcomes.

"This would allow private health insurers to make the choices for you," Dr Capolingua said.

View the story from The Age (26/08/08).

NSW Health has joined Western Australia, South Australia, Victoria, and the
ACT in supporting a national electronic catalogue for health purchasing.

The National E-Health Transition Authority (NEHTA), in association with k pe
GS1 Australia, is rolling out the National Product Catalogue (NPC) - the =
'"single sourced of data for public health in

devices and other necessary healthcare items.

The NPC uniquely identifies each healthcare product, including all medicines, and records
important clinical information. Expectations are that significant safety and quality benefits will be
delivered to the Australian health sector through increased procurement efficiencies and less
delayed patient treatment.

NEHTA announced on September 1 that NSW Health, in conjunction with the NSW Department of
Commerce, will use the NPC. The national program is expected to save in excess of $200 million.

View the NEHTA press release
View GS1 webpage and download NPC brochure
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Only 2% of total health spending in Australia is devoted to prevention. In a The Cancer Council
report released by the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare titled Public

health expenditure in Australia 2006-07, it was revealed that 98% was spent NeHTA

on hospitals, medical centres, pharmaceuticals and other people who were

already sick. HealthConnect

Tasmania

The Australian Medical Association (AMA) expressed concern at these figures and indicated that

tax revenue from tobacco and alcohol could be injected into the public sector to ensure The Saiety of

preventative health measures received more funding without ignoring other important areas. Hfoip'tf‘l II-'_’harmamsts
of Australia

AfHospital beds are an absoluteumnmeedeeéd bas pe

President Rosanna Capolingua in a ConsultMagazine.net article (11/09/08). Auspharm

Dr Lesley Russel, from the Menzies Centre for Health Policy at the University of Sydney believes ~ The Pharmacy Guild of

that Australia does not meet the standards set by other Western countries. Australia

il dondt think any country does it well , but AustralianIT

have a separate government department responsible for public health and prevention. Countries
like Sweden for example, and increasingly, t he Uni ted Kingdom and C: HL7Australia

View the Consult Magazine article (11/09/08) MIMS Australia
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Overcrowded hospital emergency departments are causing over 1500 deaths HISA
and thousands of near misses every year, according to the Australasian College _
for Emergency Medicine. CHIK Services

In a story in The Age (13/09/2008), Associate Professor Drew Richardson also National Institute of
discovered that low-risk patients were 70 per cent more likely to die due to Clinical Studies
emergency departments operating beyond capacity.

- ) _ E-Health Insider
"Waiting too long for a hospital bed prolongs your treatment and increases the chances of a poor

outcome," he said. Department of Health and

Ageing

Of all the states in Australia, Victoria proved to have the least available resources for emergency
situations and a 10 am snapshot of 20 Victorian emergency departments revealed 200 patients had
been waiting for more than eight hours.

According the Professor Richardson, a significant increase in emergency admissions, with

no increase in the number of available beds has caused the bottleneck of patients. During the last six
years, bed numbers in Australian hospitals remained relatively stagnant while demand for treatment in
emergency departments soared 38 per cent.

View the story from The Age (13/09/2008)

healthcaresoftware.com.au

clnicalsurte


http://www.consultmagazine.net/StoryView.asp?StoryID=269481
http://www.cancercouncil.com.au/
http://www.nehta.gov.au/
http://www.healthconnecttasmania.net.au/
http://www.healthconnecttasmania.net.au/
http://www.shpa.org.au/
http://www.shpa.org.au/
http://www.shpa.org.au/
http://www.auspharm.net.au/
http://www.guild.org.au/
http://www.guild.org.au/
http://australianit.news.com.au/
http://www.hl7.org.au/
http://www.mims.com.au/
http://www.theage.com.au/national/crowded-hospitals-cause-1500-deaths-a-year-report-says-20080912-4fio.html
http://www.hisa.org.au/
http://www.hisa.org.au/
http://www.hisa.org.au/
http://www.chik.com.au/
http://www.nicsl.com.au/
http://www.nicsl.com.au/
http://www.e-health-insider.com/news
http://www.health.gov.au/
http://www.health.gov.au/

